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Name: Nini1

Surname: Kacharava
Age: 17 years



School: Public School No. 4 of Poti City
Class: XI

"From Independence to Freedom"

Letter to a European Friend"

Dear friend,

I hope you're doing well. I thought for a long time about what to write to you, and in the end, I
chose a topic that I think is very important—freedom and independence.

We are learning about each other’s cultures from a distance. We compare our schools, traditions,
and daily lives, but we rarely talk about the values that matter to both of us. Honestly, I might not
have thought about this so deeply if my grandmother hadn’t told me about her youth—how
everything was strictly controlled and how people were forced to become identical individuals so
that they would easily “fit” into the system.

Her story opened my eyes. I thought—well, I was born in a different Georgia. It seems like things
are better now, but am I truly free? Is my country truly independent?

That’s why I decided to share my thoughts with you. Maybe you can also tell me—what does
freedom look like in your country?



Georgia’s path to independence was long and difficult. In 1918, we declared independence for the
first time, but we lost it in 1921 due to Soviet occupation. In 1991, when the Soviet Union
collapsed, we once again began our journey toward building an independent state.

My parents tell me how fearful and uncertain life was back then—wars, poverty, disagreement.
But despite everything, it was a time when the country started to rediscover itself.

Today, I live in an independent Georgia. I know that I don’t have to be afraid to express my
opinion, that I have freedom of choice, that I can fight for the values that matter to me. But in
other ways, this freedom is still not complete.

I often see people who cannot freely express different opinions. Politics is often polarized, the
media can be biased, and public trust in the court system is low. Social inequality is also
noticeable. Many people still think that “freedom” means thinking in only one way—and when
someone is different, they’re criticized.

In social life, we are still fighting stereotypes. Many young people feel excluded or judged simply
because they are “different.”

Despite this, I am an optimist. I see how my generation is changing, how we have a different
spirit. We ask more questions, we listen more to each other’s opinions, we are learning how to
communicate better.

Our path toward Europe is not just a political choice—it’s a path of values: humanity, equality,
freedom of speech, solidarity, justice. These are the things we want to truly establish in Georgia.
But to achieve this, we need time and effort—not weapons, but education, dialogue, and the
courage to demand change.

I'm glad I'm writing this letter to you. Maybe we’ve never seen each other, but I still feel like we
have a lot in common—a youthful curiosity, a longing for freedom, and a belief in a better future.

I’d like to ask you—what do you think about independence? What does freedom mean to you?
Maybe you could share how you see your country in this regard?

I believe that by answering these questions, we—young people—take responsibility for the
future. Independence is our country’s history, but freedom is our generation’s mission.

I believe that our generation—yours and mine—will change many things. I believe that we won’t
only declare freedom on paper, but will live it deeply, in our everyday lives.

Our ancestors gained independence—now it’s our turn to give it meaning.
With love,

Nini Kacharava
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